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Bihar Provincial Congress Committee's office, I criticized^
in vigorous language what I considered was thdF
inefficiency and general slackness in keeping office.
There was a tendency to sit rather than stand, to lie down
rather than sit. The office was one of the barest I had
seen, for they would try to carry on without many of the
usual office accessories. Yet, in spite of my criticism of
the office, I knew well that from the Congress point of
view the province was one of the most earnest and
devoted in the country. Congress made no show there,
but it had the solid backing of the peasantry. Even in
the All-India Congress Committee the Bihar members
seldom took up an aggressive attitude in any matter.
They seemed to be a little surprised at finding themselves
there. But in both the Civil Disobedience movements
Bihar put up a splendid record. Even in the subsequent
individual civil disobedience, it did well.

The Relief Committee availed itself of this fir^
organization to reach the peasantry. In the rural areas
no other agency, not even the Government, could be so
helpful. And the head of both the Relief Committee
and the Bihar Congress organization was Rajendra Babu,
the unquestioned leader of Bihar. Looking like a
peasant, a typical son of the soil of Bihar, he is not
impressive at first sight till one notices his keen frank eyes
and his earnest look. One does not forget that look or
those eyes, for through them truth looks at you and there
is no doubting them. Peasant-like, he is perhaps a little
limited in outlook, somewhat unsophisticated from the
point of view of the modern world, but his outstanding
ability, his perfect straightness, his energy, and * his
devotion to the cause of Indian freedom are qualities
which have made him loved not only in his own province
but throughout India. No one in any province in